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Garrison tell you at that 
time? 

A, He set up a meeting with 
me and a person who he 
identified as that representa- 
tive of the pinball industry 
who had handled the political 
contribution* 

Q. And did you subsequently 
meet with that individual? 

A* Yes, X did. 

Q, And who was that indivi- 
dual? 

A, Mr* Aruns Gallery. 

Q. Do you see Mr. — 

Wheeler objected to testi- 
mony about Gallery since he 
had rested his case and the 
testimony was outside evi- 
dence produced by the co- 
defendant. 

The judge overruled him 
saying rebuttal follows the 
defense resting. 

Gervais then said he 'met 
with Gallery at Dan's Chinese 
restaurant, Bourbon and Tou- 
louse Sts, 

Q, What, if anything, did 
you discuss at that meeting? 

A, We discussed the 
amount of money to be paid, 
how it was to be paid, the 
mechanics under which it was 
to be paid, aU the procedures 
for collecting the money that 
you would engage in for this 
kind of a meeting. 

Q. Did Mr. Gallery indi- 
cate to you whom he was rco- 

senting at this meeting? 

A, The pinball industry. 
He did nT go into personali- 
ties. 

Q. You stated that you dis- 
cussed sums of money; what 
frere the sums of money to be 
for, Mr. Gervais? 

A. It was to be — what 
were the sums of money for? 
For delivery to Mr. Garrison. 

Q. For what purpose? 

.A. Well, strangely enough 
so that he would do nothing, 

Q. Was that discussed at 
the meeting with Mr, Gallery? 

A* Well, yes, because in 
the discussion I raised the 
questions of, you know, what 
can the District Attorney's Of- 
fice do, as opposed to the Po- 
lice Department? He said, 
don’t worry about the Police 
Department, that's covered. 
These were his words; we just 
don't want any waves to come 
out of the District Attorney's 
Office. He said, X know 
there won't be any. I am al- 
ready sure of that. 

Q. Did you discuss with 
Mr. Gallery the plan that you 
had formulated? 
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A. Not in detail. But, I did 
indicate to him that it was 
very well that he did it be- 
cause X was sure, in my own 
mind that X could have put 
him out of business in sixty 
days,, 

Q, You mentioned sums of 
money; were any sums of 
money ever arrived at at that 
particular meeting? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q* How much? 

A. Fifty dollars ($50.00) a 
day* 

Q. To go to whom? ' 

A* To go to Mr. Garrison. 

Q. To be paid by whom? 
THE COURT; Wait just a 
minute. 

Lac our again objected to 
the questioning as not being- 
rebuttal and he was again 
overruled, 

Q, This was to be SO dol- 
lars a day to go to Mr. Garri- 
son? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q, After this meeting, did 
you get right back with Mr. 
Garrison and discuss with him 
what Mr. Gallery had told 
you? 

A, Well, of course. 

Q. Do you have any com- 
mentary on the amount of 
money that was going to be 
forthcoming? 

A. Yes, sir, X reported ex- 
actly that what the agreement 
what we finally agreed to and 
how often we would be paid 
and etc,, etc. 

Q. Did you also discuss 
with Mr. Garrison the fact 
that he was to do nothing for 
this money? 

A* I don’t recall that X went 
into those details, you know, 
the; the temperature, so to 
speak; or, the feelings wasn't 
necessary. 

Let's say he already knew* 
I had a previous discussion 
about what I wanted to do 
to knock them out of business 
and since he said you can't 
do that, I knew what it was, 
you know, there would be no 
"point in me going over the 
same, you know, as they say 
in the country where I now 
live; no point in licking the 
same cat twice. 

Q. Did Mr. Garrison au- 
thorize you to accept the pay- 
ments from Mr. Gallery on 
his behalf? 

A. He made that authoriza- 
tion before I met Mr, Gal- 
lery. 

Q, How much money were 
you to get out of this," Mr, 
Geryais? i . 


A. Ten per cedi * ■ 

Q. When was this dis- 
cussed? 

- A, At that time when X 
came back and reported what 
the final agreement was. 

Q, And who arrived at 
that particular percentage? 

A. Mr. Garrison, 

THE COURT: 

Q. Was that 10 per cent o! 

50 dollars, or, was that ID per 
cent on top of the 50 dollars? 

A. No, sir, 10 per cent of 
the 50 dollars per day. 

THE COURT: < 

I see, i 

ELLIS: 

Q. Approximately how long 
aFter your meeting with Mr. 
Gallery at Dan's International 
did the payments start com- 
ing? 

A, Immediately. 

Q. And who paid the money? 
A. Mr. Gallery to me, 

Q, Where would these pay- 
ments be made by Mr. Gal- 
lery? 

A, The only place that 
comes to my mind immediate- 
ly in the beginning was the 
A&G Restaurant at Canal and 
Broad. There were many 
meetings there. 

Q. You would meet with him 
there? 

,A. Yes, sir. 

.Q. How were the payments 
to come, did he pay you daily, 
or weekly, or how? 

A, Originally it was month- 
ly and somewhere down the 
road, it changed to every two 
months. 

Q. You mentioned a figure 
of 50 dollars a day. How much 
did that total up to be a 
month? 

A, At 50 dollars a day, it's 
pretty close to $1,500, 

THE COURT: 

It depends on how many 
days in the month. 

Q. Was the figure always 
the same, Mr. Gervais? 

A, No, there were varia- 
tions, because that would be 
some contributors to the lump 
sum would drop out down the 
Hne; there were variations 
and explanations that I just 
don't recall But, they were 
never of a serious nature. 
When I say serious nature, it 
wasn’t a great deal of differ- 
ence in the amount. 

Q. Now, did Gallery give 
you any money, personally? 

A. To me, personally, from 
him, personally, yes, sir. 

Q. And how would you get 
the money to Mr. Garrison? 



A, Bring it to Mm person- 
ally, 

4 Were you driving Mr. 
Garrison during this period? 

A. Driving him, certainly, 
sure. X picked him up in the 
morning, bring Mm to work 
and bring Mm home in the 
evening. 

Q. Where would you give 
him the moneys at his home, 
or in the office, or where? 

A, No, in the beginning, it 
was always at the office. 

' Q. Did you have discussions 
with the defendant, Mr. Gar- 
rison, from time to time, when 
you would give him the mon- 
ey? 

A. Discussions, whatever you 
say, I just don't know. Cer- 
tainly 1 would be immune, X 
would just walk in, make 
some comment, and give him 
the money. 

Q. Was there any doubt in 
your mind he knew where the 
money was coming from? 

1 A, Absolutely no doubt. 

Q. Did the "defendant ever 
tell you that he had talked 
with Mr. Gallery from time to 
time? 

A. Through the years he has 
Indicated that Mr. Gallery had 
been to his home, and Mr. 
Gallery also indicated this to 
me. 

. Q. Now, what would occur 
if either you or Mr, Gallery 
were out of town when one of 
these bribery payments was 
supposed to be made? 

1 A. Well of course, if I were 
going to be cut of town, it 
wasn't very often I was, ex- 
cept for short durations, it 
didn’t matter, I would just 
simply call him back. 

But. what 1 am saying is, 
his credit was good in that 
time so it w ns n't a Mg prob- 
lem, you know, 1 knew that 

the moment I came back if 
it xvas past due. all 1 had to 
do was call him and he would 
bring it, there wasn’t a doubt 
in mv mind about that. 

Q." Would Mr. Gallery call 
you at the district attorney's 
office? 

A. Yes, X am sure he would 
have to, sure. 

Q, Did you have any code 
names ? 

A. Yes, sir, we did. 

Q. What did you call each 
other? 

A. We arrived at the name 
of Knickerbocker; since it 
was, you know, a most un- 
usual name. 

Q. Did you call him Knick- 
bocker, or what? 


A. We called ' each ether 
Knickerbocker, This was his 
idea at that particular name, 
he chose the name. 

Q* Did these bribery pay- 
ments continue on a regular 
basis throughout the time that 
you worked as chief investi- 
gator for District Attorney 
Jim Garrison? 

A* Without fail. 

: Q* Did you always give the 
defendant, Jim Garrison, the 
money which you were sup- 
posed to give him, that Mr* 
Gallery gave to you? 

A, I am not quite, clear on 
the question. 

Q* Did you always continue 
giving Mr* Garrison the mon- 
ey when you received, a pay- 
ment from Mr. Gallery? 

A. As opposed to maybe not 
giving it to him? 

Q. Right* 

A. No, I wouldn't make that 
error. I always gave it to 

him. 

THE COURT: 

r Q. Let me ask you, would 
you withhold your ten per 
cent before you gave it to him, 
or would he give you back ten 
per cent? 

A. No, sir, I would withhold 
it* 

Q, You would withhold it? 

A* Yes* sir* 

With one exception, when 
Mr* Garrison was unavailable 
for too long a time, and 1 used 
about seven, or eight hundred 
dollars of his money* I made 
that explanation to him, and 
said I owe you this, 

ELLIS: 

Q. Was this at a time when 
you were his, chief investiga- 
tor or, later? 

A. It was later* 

Q, Did you ever repay it? 

A* No, sir, he never asked 
for it* 

THE COURT: 

AU -right. 

Q* Now, while you were 
chief investigator for District 
Attorney Jim Garrison, did he 
take any action against the 
pinball operators in the City 
of New Orleans? 

A* No f sir* 

Gervais was then asked it 
Garrison had made any alle- 
gations against him prior to 
Gervais 1 leaving the district 
attorney's office. 

He denied there were ever 
any charges or that, he was 
fired by Garrison. He also 
claimed he was never con- 
fronted with an affidavit from 
an attorney charging that he 
had tried to shake him down* 


Gervais said testimony by 
Louis Ivon, an investigator 
for the DA ? s office, that he 
had shaken down a lawyer 
for $3,000 was an "absolute 
lie. 1J 

The government then intro- 
duced a plaque presented to 
Gervais two months after he 
left Garrison’s employ which 
bore the inscription, th To 
Pershing 0. Gervais, the best 
chief investigator that the 
New Orleans District Attor- 
ney’s Office ever had.” It 
bore Garrison's name. 

Gervais also said he was 
given r2,S03 fren the Garri- 
son campaign fund to tide 
h;m over rough times* 

Q. After you left the Dis- 
trict Attorney's Office, as 
chief invest igator, did you 
continue to receive pinball 
bribery money from Mr. Cab 
lery? 

A, Yes, I did* 

Q. On a regular basis? 

A. Without any T interrup- 
tion, without interruption. 

Q, Did Mr* Gallery express 
surprise to you the fact that 
you had left the District At- 
torney's Office? 

- A. Oh, I am sure there was 
conversation about it, but I 
don't recall what was said, 

Q* What, If anything, did 
you do with the money that 
Gallery gave to you? 

A* I delivered it to Mr* 
Garrison. . 

Q* And where would Mr. 
Gallery make the deliveries 
of this bribery money after 
you left the District Attorney's 
Office? 

A. In all cases, at the Fon- 
tainebleau Motel. 

Q* Why at the Fontaine- 
bleau? 

A. Well, you see, I think it 
was the same night; or, a day 
later, at the most, two days, 
Vter I resigned the hurricane 
hit New Orleans and destroyed 
my home. I took myself and 
my family and we moved into 
the Fontainebleau* I remained 
there for about sixty days, 
perhaps a little better, before 
I found another residence* 

Of course, naturally, every- 
thing I did was at the Fon- 
tainebleau; it became so con- 
venient, and l (became so well 
entrenched, I just never 
moved away from there* 

Q, Where would ymi make 
the deliveries of money to Mr* 
Garrison? 

A* At his residence, simply 
because again, as I stated, I 


did not want to go around the 
office* 

Q* Now, during the times 
that you left the District At- 
torney's Office, did Mr. Gar- 
rison— Mr. Gallery, rather, in- 
dicate to you who else of the 
pinball operators was contrib- 
uting money? 

A. Well, from time to time 
by omission, etc., you know, 
he said certain people that 
weren't, it wasn’t as though he 
just made a report to me, but 
he did indicate it from time 
to time, at different times who 
was contributing, and who was 
not. I made no particular 
mental note about it, and of 
course, no written notes be- 
cause I really had no particu- 
lar interest* 

Q. Did you know if Mr. Gal- 
lery was associated with any 
company? 

A* Any company? 
q* Any pinball company? 

A* 01^ oh, sure he was. He 
had an interest, as I under- 
stood it, an ownership interest 
in the New Orleans Novelty 
Company. 

Q. Is that Mr. Boasberg’s 
company? 

A. Yes. 

. Q* Mr. Gervais, were you 
receiving money from individ- 
uals for any illegal purposes 
after you left the District At- 
torney's Office? 

A* Yes, I was* 

Q* Explain that, if you will, 
what you mean by that? 

A. Well, there are many fac- 
ets to it, how it grew. But, 
in any case, to capsule it. 
Captain Soule approached me 
-I have a little problem here, 

I am a little rusty on hear- 
sav. 

THE COURT: That's all 
\l there is any objection to 
it, somebody will make it* 
ELLIS: 

Q* Tell us. 

A., Captain Soule approach- 
ed me and he indicated to me 
that we had a mutual friend. 

Q. Did he indicate to you 
who the mutual friend was? 

A* I kind of drug it out of 
him, yes,, he did* 

Q. Who was that mutual 
friend? 

A* Aruns Gallery. So. of 
course* ai that moment, we 
became pals, see. And he sug- 
gested to me that people were 
cir^'antly approaching him. 
offering him money, you 

know, for protection, and he 
thought it would be a good 
idea, since he— s 1 


LACOUR: Your Honor, I 
object to what Mr. Soule told 
this witness: 

THE COURT: Well, he is a : 
co-conspirator, isn't he? This 
is a statement in furtherance 
of the conspiracy. It’s not ob- 
jectionable. 

; ELLIS: 

_ Q. Please continue, Mr. Ger- 
vais, 

A* He said this was such a 
good idea, since he could con- 
trol the situation in the Police 
Department, and apparently 
■I had maximum control in 
the District Attorney's Office, 
in his mind, that wo would 
collect this money without 
fear, see. And of course, that 
was true. We could col lee u it 
without fear* He asked me if 
he sent these people to me, 
would I handle it? I said, oE 
course, send them. 

THE COURT: Can you fix 
a time a little closer? 

THE WITNESS: It was 
shortly after I left the Dislrict 
Attorney's Office* 

ELLIS: ; 

Q* What was Mr. Soule's 
position at that time? 

A* He was in command of 
the Vice Squad of the New 
Orleans (Police Department. 

Gervais cited a magazine, 
article that appeared about 
that time, 

A* As a result of the article 
that appeared in the maga~ r 
sine, people began to descend 
upon rne looking, asking for 
permission to operate various 
—and that's exactly what they 
asked, permission to operate 
various things, handbooks, etc* 
Q. And they would give you 
money from "time to time? 

A. What is that? 

Q* . They would give you 
money from time to time? 

A* Yes, they would ask for 
permission and of course, I 
said you have permission. 

Q* What type of contact did 
you have with District 
Attorney's Office, other than 
the delivery of the bribe pay- 
ments to Mr. Garrison during 
that time? 

A* The only real contact I 
would have had, you know, 
real contact that I could call 
upon, if I wanted to find out 
some information out of a rec- 
ord, or whatever, would have 
been Louie Ivon. 

Q. And that would have been 
Mr, Garrison's chief investi- 
gator? 

A, Correct, sir: 
q. Would lie supply infor- 
mation to you? 



A* Oh, absolutely, sure: 

Q, Now, Erecting your at- 
| iention to Lie years 

: : ; j ’67, and 'C8, fhat would have 

| been the three years after 

you left the District Attor- 
ney’s Office, did you receive 
money on a regular basis from 
Mr. Gallery?. 

A. ■ You know when you 
\ years, you are talking about— 

Lot me put it in my own 
framework, 1 can I do that, 

; with reference to time? 

j Q. Yes, sir, certainly. 

A* The money continued 
! from its inception without a 

break all the way up until 
that particular time when the 
go vernm cut tn ade who! e sal e 
raids and picked up all of 
the pinball machines; or, the 
majority. They missed some 
or. there was some reason 
they couldn't pick up a few. 
But, the bulk of them were 
picked up* 

Q. That would have been 
some time in November, of 
1S707 

A. Whatever the record re- 
flects, 1 can't— I just can't 
comment, i am blind when if 
comes to dates. That mo- 
ment, of course, the payoff 
stopped, because there was 
nothing [hat required cover- 
age, so to speak. 

Q. Now, from the time that 
M r, O I T e ry vn a d * h is f ! rst 
payment. the^bme of the 
raids by the federal govern-' 

meat, did Mr. Gallery miss 
any payments? 

A. Never. . 

Q. Did he always pay the 
money, himself? 

A. Every time. 

Q. And did you always 
give Mr, Garrison that mon* 

' 

A* Every time with the one 
exception of seven, or eight 
hundred dollars, 

Q. And minus your ten per 
cent? 

A. Well, of course. 

Q. Would you continue to 
take your ten per cent? 

A. Of course. 

Gervais then went into de- 
tail about his tax troubles 
with the federal government, 
the forerunner of his making 
the taped conversations that 
led to the charges. 

Q. Directing your attention 
to April and May of 1970, 
there has been testimony by 
both Mr. Ivon and Mr. Lois el 
that you were shaking down 
people in the name of the 
District Atorney’s Office. 








Did you in fuel shake down 
people in the name of the Dis- 
trict Attorney's Office? 

A, No, sir, X did not. Peo- 
ple wouldn't have paid for 
that. 

The District Attorney's OL 
if ice was not conducting raids 
or doing police work or doing 
anything. They— people out in 
that area would not need the 
District Attorney's Office un- 
til they had been arrested and 
charged. That's the only time 
the District Attorney’s Office 
would have had— been in the 
position to do anything for 
them. - : 

Q. If Mr. Ivon testified in 
this court that yon had told 
him that Capt* Fred Soule and 
Sgt. Bob Frey were shaking 
down bonding companies, 
would that be a correct state- 
ment? 

A. Absolute lie, 

Q. If he testified that you 
told him that Capt. Soule and 
Sgt. Frey were shaking down 
handbook operators, would 
that be a correct statement? 

A. Absolute lie. 

Q, If he so testified that yea 
told him that Capt, Soule and 
Sgt. Frey were shaking down 
pinball operators, would that 
be — 

A. Absolute lie. 

Gervais then began testify- 
ing about the conversations 
that he helped to tape and 
es pccially o ne with Gallery . 
He said he later heard the 
tape and insisted it was an 
accurate reproduction of the 

conversation, 

Gervais then said he had a 
meeting with Boasberg. 

Q. What was discussed at 
that meeting? 

A. Mr. Boasberg was inter- 
ested in keeping ail avenues, h 
all doors open. He was trying 
to preserve a limited amount 
of pinball business that was 
then current, with a view in 
mind that with a little luck, 
maybe down the road, you 
know, it could come back to 
what it used to be. 

Of course, he indicated that 
they would no longer be able 
to pay the amount of money 
that they were used to pay- 
ing, and this is readily under- 
standable. 

Q. You said they could not 
longer pay? Who do you un- 
derstand that to mean? 

A. Well, I don't know i£ it 
was at that moment or wheth- 
er It was— you know, that 
later in that conversation or 
in an ensuing conversation, 


but they meant he, TAG 
Amusement, and Bob Nims. 

Q. Was that Mr. Robert 
Nims of— seated over here to 
my right? ■ j _ 

A. Yes. Yes, that's he* 
Gervais said he also met 
with Robert Nims and Soule 
after the federal agents had 


machines. 

Q. After these meetings 
that you had with these vari- 
ous individuals, was any plan 
arrived at as to the pinball 
protection and the payment of 
monies? 

A. Yes, wc reached an un- 


derstanding. 

Q, And In that connection, 
did you have occasion to re- 
ceive any money from Mr. 


Soule? 

A. Under the — want of a 
better description, the resur- 
rected pinball business, I 
came into the Fontainebleau 
one morning and Mr. Soule 
was waiting there for me. 

Q. What, if anything, hap- 
pened? , 

A, Why he told me that I 
should come with him to the 
toilet located in the — the 
hotel side of the Fontaine- 
bleau, the hotel side being 
that side which is the high* 
esh And there is a littlejoilet 


back there. 

And I went back there with 
him and he gave me one 
thousand dollars that he had 
received, according to him 
from a Mr. Marks who worked 
for Mr. Boasberg. 

This money was to be deliv- 
ered to Mr. Garrison which I, 
of course, subsequently did, 
"Q h How did he give you 
this money? 


A, He handed It to me. 

Q. Do you recall? 

I show you what has been 
marked for purposes of Men-' 
tification Government Exhibit: 


32. 

Did the money come to you 
in something similar to that, 
as you can recall? 

A, You mean the package? 

Q. The package. 

/ A, Yes > sir. 

Q. What, if anything, did 
you do with that money after 
Soule gave ii iu yuii? _ 

A. Well, when ho left, I inv 
mediately went upstairs and 
there was a problem since we 
weren't expecting Capt. Soule 
and we were not able to moni- 
tor the situation at all. 

And I reported it to (Mr. 
Puckett, and I - we came 
down and X didn't remove tho 


money because the thought 
occurred to me that perhaps 
there were fingerprints inside 
and I would preserve the 
prints. 

I didn’t touch it, and I 
turned it over, hi its entirely, 
in front of — to Puckett and/ 
or other agents. *_ 

Q. Did Mr. Soule tell you 
where he had received that 
money? . ^ . 

THE COURT; ' 

He already said, from Mr. 
Marks. ,;jL ■■ 

By ME. ELLIS: 

Q. And did he tell you what . 
he wanted you to do with it? 

A. Well, no, he didn’t tell 
me what he wanted me to do 
with it. You know, he knew 
what I was supposed to do 
with it. - ■ 

Q. Did you have occasion 
to go to Mr. Garrison's houss 
with relation to that money? 
A« Yes, I did! . 

Q* Prior to going to his 
home, were you at the^ Fon- 
tainebleau Motor Hotel?" 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. What, if anything, hap- 
pened at the Fontainebleau 
prior to your going out to Mr, 
Garrison's residence? 

A. You mean immediately 
prior? 

Q. Immediately prior? 

A, Okay, I was wired for 
sound, being that a transmit- 
ter was placed on my person* 
The money to be delivered 
to Mr. Garrison was docu- 
mented, serial numbers, yod 
know, had already been docu- 
mented and was read off in 
my presence. 

I then w r as instructed to 
. empty everything that I had 
on me onto the bed. Thesa 
things were documented and 
listed, what I had on my per- 
son, while they, we re on I ha 
bed. I was frisked, vote 
know, searched, and then my 
property returned to me, tha 
money given to me, and wa 
drove out to Mr. Garrison's 
house, and that under that 
condition. 

Gervais then described the 
transmitter he was wearing 
when he went to Garrison’s 

Ik « nr*A 
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He said he drove out to Gar- 
rison’s home w-ith one of th* 
federal agents and was fob- 
lowed by another one. 

Gervais said Garrison took 
him to a bedroom where hs 
gave him the package of 
money— $1,000 mostly in $5t? 
bills. , 


When h<i re turned to the ho- 
tel, Gervate said he was 
searched by government 
agents, but did not remove 
his shoes. He said that at ne 
time did he put ,000 in his 
shoes, ' 

Q. Did you at any time, 
during your conversation with 
Mr, Garrison that evening, at* 
tempt to cover the micro- 
phone or to impede the (low 
of conversation between your- 
self and Mr, Garrison? 

A * I did not. ' ■ 

Q, Did you hi any way .at- 
tempt -to manipulate the corn 
versa lion that was going ort 
between you and Mr, Garri- 
son? 

A. What do you meat* by 
manipulate? Of course I tried 
to elicit what I thought was 
pertinent. You know, I al- 
ways did that, I was always 
conscious of the fact 1 wag 
being wired, and I wanted 1 o 
say and have said the proper 
things for the record. 

, But, you know', I don't know 
if that is what you mean, by 
manipulate. 

Q, Did you do anything out 
of the ordinary to try to cover 
the microphone or do anything 
that would phase out Mr. Gar* 
rtsoiTs voice or your voice? - 
A, No. To my way of think- 
ing that would have defeated 
the entire purpose of wiring 
me. 

Q, Was that tape recording 
played back in your presence? 

A, Yes, it was, and we 
were a group of disappointed 
people, 

Q. The portion of the tape 
that was played back, was 
that the conversation that you 
had with Mr. Garrison that 
evening? 

A. Yes, it w r as. . 

Gervais said he later heard 
the tape and did n t detect 
that anything had be in added 

to it 


